
Phrases you need to get by anywhere

• Jambo, habari? – Hello, how are you?

• Kwaheri – Goodbye 

• Karibu – Welcome 

• Wapi? - Where?

• Ndiyo. Hapana – Yes. No 

• Ngapi? - How much?

• Choo. Bafu – Toilet. Bathroom

• Saidia – Help

• Sitaki – I don’t want

 

Name the big 5 

• Lion – Simba 

• Elephant – Ndovu 

• Leopard – Chui 

• Buffalo – Nyati 

• Rhino – Kifaru 

Learn Some Swahili Words 
Communication 
Mobile network coverage and internet connectivity are excellent in 
Kenya. Most hotels, lodges and restaurants provide Wi-Fi connectivity, 
even in remote locations, albeit with varying speeds. The International 
dialing code for Kenya is 254.
 
What type of currency is used in Kenya?
The official currency is the Kenyan Shilling. Most hotels, lodges and 
restaurants accept credit card payments. ATMs are found in major 
cities and towns all over the country. Mobile money (M-PESA) is a 
popular mode of payment in Kenya. 
 
What languages are spoken in Kenya?
English is the language of communication in Kenya and is widely 
spoken in hotels, restaurants and establishments. Kiswahili is Kenya's 
national language. 
 
Maasai Markets 
Maasai Markets are a Kenyan phenomenon selling arts and crafts, 
beadwork, woodwork, eccentric jewelry and cultural knick-knacks 
from communities around the country. They rotate at different 
shopping malls around Nairobi. 

While in Kenya

What to Try – a Taste of Kenya 

Kenya, A Haven
For Birdwatchers 
Over one thousand species are found in Kenya and that’s not all. Some 
bird species such as the Taita Apalis are only found in Kenya. The 
country has many locations filled with birds, making it one of the 
easiest countries in the world to view birds and an ideal destination for 
those who want to see a lot in a short time. For a real birding
experience, Kenya is the perfect destination. 

Karibu 
Kenya

Welcome to 
Magical Kenya…

Kenya has become synonymous with the word ‘Safari’. This is largely 
because this is where it all began, in the best game parks and reserves, 
located within her boarders. Kenya is the home of the Big Five and much 
more and has over 40 natural parks and reserves which play host to a 
wide variety of animals, including all of the Big Five – the elephant, 
buffalo, lion, leopard and rhino. 

World’s Best Playground.
Adventure on Land, Water and Air 

For the fun and adventurous, Kenya has something for you too. Get 
your adrenaline going sky diving in Diani, rock climbing at Hells’ Gate 
National Park, explore ancient caves in Suswa, white water raft in 
Sagana or kite surf in Watamu. Climb Africa’s second highest
mountain, go on a camel trek in Northern Kenya or see the wildebeest 
migration while floating silently above the herd on a hot air balloon. 
Create your own unforgettable memories that will last a lifetime right 
here in Kenya.

Kenya has it all; a level of hospitality and a warm welcome as wide and 
genuine as the Kenyan smile and a cuisine as diverse as her people. 
Choices range from the Kenyan favorite 'nyama choma' or barbecued 
meat – to authentic Indian curries, Thai and Mandarin delicacies and 
French as well as Italian cuisine. Down at the Indian Ocean, the 
traditional Swahili cuisine rules supreme – redolent of fresh ginger, 
spices, chilies, coconut-cream, lime and crushed tamarind seeds. 
Halal food is also widely available. 

Kenya has 7 world heritage sites identified precisely because of their cultur-
al, historical, natural and archaeological value. The sites offer unparalleled 
discovery through history, culture and nature’s wonders including:
• Lamu Old Town - the oldest and best preserved Swahili settlement in
   East Africa 
• Lewa and Mount Kenya National Park - one of the most impressive
   landscapes in East Africa 
• Fort Jesus - an outstanding example of 16th Century military
    architecture 
• Mijikenda Kaya Forests - known as Kayas of the Mijikenda people,
   the Kayas are revered as sacred sites 
• Lake Turkana National Parks - boast important fossil remains
   invaluable to our understanding of the polio-pleistocene evolutionary
    processes 
• Kenya Lake systems - Lakes Bogoria, Nakuru and Elementaita
   comprise three inter-linked relatively shallow lakes in the Rift Valley
   province of Kenya' home to 13 globally threatened bird species and
    some of the highest bird diversities in the world 
•  Thimlich Ohinga Archaeological Site - exceptional examples of the
      tradition of massive dry-stone walled enclosures 
 

A Gourmet Safari

Applying for a Visa Online 
With three simple steps, you can now apply for your visa and 

have it approved in real time.
 

To apply for a visa, log onto http://evisa.go.ke/evisa.html 
If you plan to obtain a visa on arrival, then you’ll need US$ 

50 in cash for the visa fee. 

Friendly by Nature

UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

Entering Kenya

Most visitors require a visa to enter Kenya. Passports must have a sufficient 
number of unused pages for endorsements and must be valid for at least 6 
months past the projected stay in Kenya. 

Kenya’s Tourism Attractions

Exotic Islands and 
World Class Beaches 

Warm and welcoming, Kenya is the place 
the phrase ‘Hakuna matata’ (no worries) 
embodies the national attitude; and a 
smile is the most valuable currency. 
Kenya has an incredibly unique contrast 
of biodiversity, characterized by the 
extremes of the Kenyan climate, ranging 
from tropical heat to glacial ice, forming a 
diversity of habitats found nowhere else 
on Earth. 

• Ugali – a maize-meal staple, which is often served with a side of sukuma

   wiki (fried kale) and beef stew 

• Githeri – a stew of maize and beans 

• Omena – Lake Victoria sardines 

• Ingokho – chicken, Western Kenya style 

• Wali wa Nazi – coconut rice from the Swahili 

• Chapati – pan-fried flat bread

• Mursik – fermented milk, an energy drink for our world famous athletes 

www.magicalkenya.com

Lamu Island is the oldest continuously inhabited settlement in the 
country. The town was founded in 1370 and interestingly, there are 
just two cars on the island, one of which is an ambulance for the 
donkeys 
Dr. Wangari Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace 
Prize, was born in Kenya in 1940
There are some sceneries that cannot be found anywhere else in the 
world for example, as one travels to Machakos County, there is a 
certain portion of the highway where the rule of gravity doesn’t apply 
The 20kms radius around the town of Iten has the largest
concentration of track and field Olympic gold medalists in the world 
Kenya holds the world’s richest, longest and most complete record 
of pre-historic human ancestry 
Matatu’s (also known as ma-threes) are 14-seater buses, common 
in all cities and towns and the most widely used mode of transport

Like music, dance constitutes the bedrock of Kenyan culture. Every 
region has its own dance heritage and every ceremony has its own 
specific dance. Among the best-known dancers are the Maasai and 
Samburu, famous for their effortless leaping. Experience the night life 
in the lively bars and discotheques and bring your dancing foot forward 
as you move to the African beat and other popular modern dancehall 
tunes, enjoyed with a warm Tusker beer.

Nature, Wildlife and Adventure 

Culture, Food, Music and Dance

At the Kenyan Coast, you can have it all. Swim in the warm Indian 
Ocean waters, take a dhow cruise as you treat your taste buds to
sumptuous Coastal dishes, idle at the white sandy and sunny beaches, 
get pampered at a boutique beach resort as well as explore mysterious 
Swahili settlements and forts. You can also visit the marine parks to 
experience a different kind of safari to see the corals and fish below the 
Indian Ocean waters. 

Anywhere you go in Kenya you will be met by warm friendly people who 
will be happy to welcome you. From the colorful heritage of the
Turkana and the scarlet-cloaked Maasai, to the cultural tapestry of the 
Swahili coast, where you find the nine tribes of the Mijikenda and the 
Swahili people. Kenya offers an unparalleled discovery through 
history, culture and nature’s wonders; a hotbed of great experiences 
and wonderful people. 

Fun Facts 
About Kenya

EMBRACE
 THE MAGIC

An Ancient Heritage, a Vibrant
Modern-day Culture 

Northern Kenya offers a rich desert experience. The weather can be 
harsh but the vast dessert and semi-desert environment is stunningly 
beautiful. This region is the cradle of mankind where the fossils of the 
world famous Turkana Boy, the only almost complete skeleton of a 
human related fossil ever found in the world, were found. Northern 
Kenya offers visitors an opportunity to make pilgrimage back home; to 
the cradle of mankind. 

Cradle of Mankind 




